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Study descriptions 

 

KORA - Cooperative Health Research in the region of Augsburg 

The KORA study is a series of independent population-based epidemiological surveys of 

participants living in the region of Augsburg, Southern Germany. All survey participants are 

residents of German nationality identified through the registration office and were examined 

in 1994/95 (KORA S3) and 1999/2001 (KORA F4). In the KORA S3 and S4 studies 4,856 and 

4,261 subjects have been examined implying response rates of 75% and 67%, respectively.  

3,006 subjects participated in a 10-year follow-up examination of S3 in 2004/05 (KORA F3), 

and 3080 of S4  in 2006/2008 (KORA F4). Individuals for genotyping in KORA F3 and KORA F4 

were randomly selected. The age range of the participants was 25 to 74 years of 

recruitment. Informed consent has been given by all participants. The study has been 

approved by the local ethics committee. 

 

MICROS – Micro-Isolates in South Tyrol 

The MICROS study (http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471- 2350/8/29) is part of the genomic 

health care program 'GenNova' and was carried out in three villages of the Val Venosta on 

the populations of Stelvio, Vallelunga and Martello. This study was an extensive survey 

carried out in South Tyrol (Italy) in the period 2001-2003. Study participants were volunteers 

from three isolated villages located in the Italian Alps, in a German-speaking region 

bordering with Austria and Switzerland. Due to geographical, historical and political reasons, 

the entire region experienced a prolonged period of isolation from surrounding populations. 



Genotyping was performed on just under 1400 participants with 1334 available for analysis 

after data cleaning. Informed consent has been given by all participants. The study has been 

approved by the local ethics committee. 

 

InCHIANTI 

The InCHIANTI study is a population-based epidemiological study aimed at evaluating the 

factors that influence mobility in the older population living in the Chianti region in Tuscany, 

Italy. 1616 residents were selected from the population registry of Greve in Chianti (a rural 

area: 11,709 residents with 19.3% of the population greater than 65 years of age), and 

Bagno a Ripoli (Antella village near Florence; 4,704 inhabitants, with 20.3% greater than 65 

years of age). The participation rate was 90% (n=1453), and the subjects ranged between 21-

102 years of age. The study protocol was approved by the Italian National Institute of 

Research and Care of Aging Institutional Review and Medstar Research Institute (Baltimore, 

MD).  

 

CROATIA-VIS 

The CROATIA-VIS study includes 1008 Croatians, aged 18–93 years, who were recruited from 

the villages of Vis and Komiza on the Dalmatian island of Vis during 2003 and 2004 within a 

larger genetic epidemiology program. Informed consent has been given by all participants. 

The study has been approved by the appropriate Croatian and Scottish ethics committees. 

 


